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TTPA GENERAL TRACK  RULES - ALL CLASSES 

 
          1.    Disqualification / loss of points for the season / and a fine in the amount of $100.00,  will be collected by 

TTPA for all general and safety rule  violations, that is reported to or seen by any TTPA Officials. Puller 
cannot pull until the fine has been paid in-full and the pulling vehicle has been inspected by TTPA Tech 
Official and certified legal. 

 
    1a.  (  PENALTY / FINE  ) WILL BE LEVIED against the operator/owner of the vehicles, and will pay the 

      fine prior to pulling any of their vehicles. In addition, the puller will loose all generated points starting  
      from the first pull of the season. Clarification to the word “vehicles”. If an individual has  

             more than one vehicle, and one of the vehicles is fined, to eliminate the possibility of the owner from  
             parking that vehicle and not pulling it again, there by dodging the fine, the fine will follow the  
             owner/operator to every vehicle, and will be paid before pulling any vehicle that day or there after. 
 
    1b.  A second violation for an identical previous rule in any 12 month period; will require an official of 
            TTPA and at least two  (2) Tech officials to determine guilt.  If there is a determination of a second time 
            violation for the same rule infraction, the penalty will be a one (1) year from that date, disqualification 
            and an additional $200.00 fine.  
 

    1c. Any Puller / Driver FOUND BY A TTPA TECH. Official, BOARD of Director, TRACK OFFICIAL, will    
be fined $100.00 (see General Rule # 1). A flagrant RULE INFRACTION FOR Safety, at a pull that day 
will be a fine of $300.00.  All fines will be paid before allowed to hook that day, or before any future hook..  

   
2. Verbal abuse to any track official will not be tolerated.  This means shouting, swearing, holding up the show 
       or staging the above display in front of the viewing public.  A verbal warning will be given, followed by a   
       $100.00 fine if the person or persons persist. There will be fines imposed for pullers over heard uttering any 
       type of profane or abusive language at the pull site at any time. The BOARD/TRACK/TECH./REGISTRATION    
         OFFICIALS WILL DECIDE WHAT’S PROFANE/ABUSIVE.  If at a pull, before said person has hooked and  
        commits the rule infraction, three Board members minimum, have to agree to levy the fine immediately.  
       Therefore, the person committing the rule infraction would have to pay it that day before being allowed to  
       hook. This rule also applies to crew member’s!  

 
3. ALL MEMBERS, WILL PARTICIPATE IN A Mandatory Field Tech. Inspection of your Pulling vehicle.  

. Before you hook to the TTPA INC. sled, all items on your classes respective inspection Rule sheet will be 
checked and signed Approved by your TTPA Tech.or you will not be allowed to hook to the sled. . 

 
4. Pullers that are Paid Dues Members of TTPA INC. will be represented on the Board of Directors by the  

        Person They Have Voted to the position of Divisional Representative, per the BY-LAWS of the CORP.  
      You as PAID DUES MEMBERS are Associate Members of this Corp. , and have no Legal or Natural 
      Voice as to its Governing OR Policy, except through your Divisional Representative.  Any verbal 
      abuse at a Pull or Board Meeting on this matter will be fined according to the rules. This is in the By-Laws. 
. 
    4A. Per board vote Approval 11/11/05, you must be a dues paid member and hook at least once at a points pull 

to vote on your specific class rules or can you make a protest at a pull based on the above stated rule 
. 
    4B. Per board vote Approval 11/11/05, you must pay the full amount stated year membership fee for specific 

class to be entitled to a winner’s jacket & trophy at year end 
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5. In order to change class rules in the middle year; you must have 100% agreement in writing signed by 
CURRENT paid dues members for the class involved, and presented to the TTPA Inc. Board whom has the 
ultimate decision. The decision will be made by the majority of the Board.  The Exception to this rule is that 
the Board may change any rule that is deemed a Safety issue, at any time that there is Majority vote cast. 

 
6.   THE PULL SITE HOST HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT THEY CAN ENFORCE AN ALL CLASS SIGN 

IN  CUT OFF TIME AT 1/4 HOUR BEFORE PULL START TIME. 
 
7.   PULLER REGISTRATION - PLEASE TAKE NOTE… 
      
 
 All pullers must go to the registration table as soon as possible, after you arrive at the pull site. You can 

scratch, if you should decide not to Pull before your class starts.  Registration closes 15 minutes prior to 
contracted show start time. Any individual may pre-register a vehicle for a class in the absence of the vehicle 
at the pull site, however must pull in its designated position when the time comes.  In the event the vehicle  

does not arrive in time to pull his respective assigned position, forfeits his entry fee unless they have canceled 
prior to the class starting.  EXCEPTIONS:  ON THE ROAD EMERGENCY CALL-INS WILL BE 
ALLOWED PROVIDING IT DOES NOT BECOME A HABIT.  (More than 1 time.)  A cell phone number 
will be available to all to call at the pull site.   

 
      7a  All contestant must accept the number they draw for Order of Pull. They must also specify which vehicle 

prior to drawing the number, if they are entering more than one vehicle in the class. ANY HARASSMENT 
OF REGISTRATION PERSONAL OVER DRAWING OF NUMBER WILL BE IMMEDIATELY 
DISQUALIFIED AND FINED. 

 
 

8. There will be NO DRUGS Allowed Anytime at or, during a pull. ALCOHOLIC beverages cannot be 
consumed   by the driver or crew on the track or in the “Hot pit” area  any time during the pull. Puller’s and 
Crew can drink in the (pit area only), only after your vehicle has been loaded and securely fastened down 
for transport.  A violation costs $100.00 will be imposed if rules are found to be violated.  REMEMBER also 
that  you then are under the control of that particular event ground rules while you are on their site. 

 
9.   If  the Driver, Family Member considered part of your crew, and  a Crew member is intoxicated at a pull site, 

that pulling vehicle will be disqualified and fined. Three (3) TTPA officials (I.E.) Three (3) Board of 
Directors or, Two (2) Board of Directors and the Head tech. Official will be required to make the final 
decision. 

 
10.  CREW DEFINED AS: FAMILY OR FRIENDS THAT ARE REGULARLY SEEN IN YOUR  
          PIT AREA OR associated with your pulling vehicle.   
 
11.  Age of entrant for farm classes will be 14 years and older.  All other classes the entrant will be a valid                    
     drivers card carrying licensed16 year old driver.  All minors must have parental permission  

                                                                                                   
12.   3 minute rule: When the sled is ready the scheduled puller will be notified by the Starting Flagman that it is     
        his/her time to pull. At that same instant, your “3 minutes” starts. The Antique and Farm classes will have  
        1 minute. If you are not hooked & moving by the time the 3 minutes runs out, you will be disqualified.     
        Exception: breakage as judged by Track Officials. Any Track Official can call time has expired  
 
13. All classes being pulled must have a flagman at the starting line and the finish line. All classes except Antique  
       and Farm classes will have flagman starting them at the 75 foot line. They will have that far from the starting    
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       line, to make it clear to the flagman that they are attempting to stop for a second attempt. Antique and Farm    
       will have a flagmen starting them, from the 50-foot line, and will have that far to stop for a second attempt.  
 
13a  The flagmen has total control of the pulling track.  It’s your responsibility to watch him at all times. 

If a driver disobeys the flagman, the puller will be immediately disqualified. 
 

14.  Each pulling vehicle will only be allowed one ( 1 ) crew person out on the track before the GREEN  
       FLAG.  Rule Exception – breakage.  
       No one is allowed between the white boundary lines during the competition, except the entrant and officials 

after the Green flag is given 
15.    All pulls must start with a tight chain,  NO JERKING OF SLED ALLOWED AT ANY TIME DURING  
         PULL!!! 
 
16.  In each class the number one puller will be a test puller and may take the pull if the weight transfer is 
        deemed right or he/she may refuse, and immediately take his FINAL pull or drop to the Last position                       

for the final of his ( 2 ) attempts. EXCEPT Antique and Farm classes which can drop to actual Fourth    
position. 

        Fourth position is defined as the position following the next  ( 3 ) scheduled competitors after the sled change. 
        If you break down on your first attempt, but do not cross the (50 ft Farm Tractor / 100 ft all other classes).      

line, you may drop to the last pulling position. The NEXT PULLER  in the original ORDER BECOMES 
the test puller.  If the sled is reset after the first attempt of the TEST PULLER, the original test puller retains 
the test puller position with all options as before. If more than (2) has pulled , the class will be restarted 
behind the last puller that pulled prior to the restart and that contestant becomes the “test puller”..  

       In all classes the TEST PULLER/FIRST PULLER will have the option of returning FIRST or being LAST, 
except for farm & antiques tractor classes, they must come back in the fourth spot behind the original # 3 
puller. 

 
       16a This only affects the Test Puller in all  Divisions. There will be "NO" changes of drivers between your 

first 
        hook as Test Puller to your last hook 
 
17.  In all classes, including the TEST PULLER, if the pulling vehicle while under power, touches the white  
      boundary, that pull is disqualified. The test puller may exercise his/her options in RULE 16. The sled is not           
part of the pulling vehicle. 

 
18. In the event of a pull-off, the Pull Off entrants will only be allowed one ( 1 ) attempt at the sled in the order in 
       which They originally pulled, No dropping, 3 minute rule applies. 
 
19.  Any puller whom moves the sled will be given a measurement, unless they were disqualified. 
 
20.  If you need to test weigh your puling vehicle!!! GET TO THE TRACK EARLY ENOUGH TO DO SO. 
       At “15 minutes” PRIOR TO THE PULL OFFICIAL START TIME, ONLY THAT CLASS THAT’S 
       HOOKING WILL USE THE SCALES.   ONLY WHEN THE PRECEEDING CLASS HAS ALL 
       WEIGHED-IN WILL THE NEXT CLASS IN THE PULLING ORDER BE PERMITTED TO CROSS 
     THE SCALES. 
 

21 All classes will have the driver in the seat, when the draw bar is checked on the scales, before Hooking to the 
       sled. 
 
22.  *ALL CLASSES* When At the pull site. A driver must be in the vehicle seat at all times whenever the 
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        vehicle is running. *ALL TRACTOR CLASSES* only the Driver may be on the TRACTOR when moving.  
*ALL TRUCKS* may have a rider in the pits, but not in the hot stage area or any part of pulling track. 

         Riders must leave truck before going onto the scales. 
 
23.  NO PULLING VEHICLE WILL BE ALLOWED MORE THAN ( 2 ) HOOKS TO THE SLED IN THE 
       “ SAME “ SHOW.  Track officials, and or Promoter may override this if there are not many vehicles in a 
       particular class whenever needed. 
 
 
24.  During the pull, the driver must remain seated AND keep one hand on the steering wheel to insure that driver       
       is in complete control at all times.  The Exception: Only Pro Farm & Mod, Nostalgia, &  GFF  
        tractors. 
 
       WITH DEAD MAN THROTTLES, WILL BE ALLOWED A MOMENTARY RELEASE OF THE 
       STEERING WHEEL TO PERMIT SHIFTING. YOU WILL BE DISQUALIFIED for breaking this rule if    
       seen by a Track Official/Board Member. Rules also apply when driving off the track, and in the pits. 
 
25.  Dead Man Throttle-when ever the hand/foot is removed, be it fully depressed, or at any other semi opened 
       position, the throttle will return immediately return to the fully closed position on its own. 
 
26.  All pulling vehicles must be able to be driven (or pulled) in the forward direction on, and off the scales. NO  
       BACKING ON OR OFF PERMITTED…Weights or brackets will not come in contact with the scales,  
       when entering onto the scales. 
 
27.  Any vehicle protested must be protested within five minutes of the end of the class, protester must put up  
       $300.00. Vehicle protested will receive the money if their vehicle is O.K.  If not, the protester will get the 
       $300.00 back and the protested vehicle will be disqualified. All fines/penalty’s apply.   
      a. When weighing vehicles AFTER THEY HAVE MADE THEIR PULL, the Vehicle cannot weigh more              
          than.5 Per Cent of their weight class. Allowance if for MUDDY TRACKS only. 
      b. Only a TTPA Associate Member with a registered & entered vehicle of the class that day can protest  
          another TTPA Associate Member.  
      c. Local Pullers with a same type of registered vehicle in the class, may Protest another local puller only. 
          If you have a complaint about a TTPA Member, see the Head Track Judge or Starting line official. 
      d. Board or TTPA Officials need only to contact the Head Judge. 
 

28.  There will be no obstructions by weights or weight bar supports allowed to interfere with the hooking or 
       unhooking of Vehicles. No weight to extend beyond the rear wheels of the tractor. 
 
29.  All pulling vehicles will be removed from the finish end of the track and placed in the PIT AREA before the 
       driver leaves that pulling vehicle. The next puller will not be allowed to pull until you are off and clear of the 
       track.  Any show stoppage due to a pulling vehicle left out on the track ( exception breakage ), that vehicle 
will  
       be disqualified and fined. 
 
30.  NO NITROUS INJECTION ALLOWED IN ANY FORM IN ANY CLASS OFFERED BY TTPA…. 
     There will be "no Pressurized fuel tanks", allowed on any pulling vehicle. Exception: LP GAS in Antique 

and Farm if original from factory. 
 

31.  JUMPING CLASSES: ONLY WHERE THE TTPA DEEMS NESESSARY TO FILL A CLASS. 
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32.  ALL PULLING VEHICLES WITH A DIVISION CLASS REQUIRED MANDATORY KILL 
       SWITCH, WILL BE CHECKED WHEN GOING ACROSS THE SCALES AT EVERY PULL 
 
33.  KILL SWITCHES – SAFETY PLASTIC TIE STRAP 

All classes requiring a Kill Switch, the part of the KILL SWITCH that is being pulled out will be constructed 
with a securely attached 2 inch diameter PULL RING.  A minimum of a single 1/8 inch wide NYON TIE 
STRAP supplied by the vehicle owner is required.  It is required to go through PULL RING and pull switch 
base.  It will be cinched up just tight enough so that the tie strap will break first to prove whether the kill   
 
switch has been legally pulled. It's up to you to see its there. If Missing & kill switch gets pulled, your pull is 
finished. No rehook. Only if broken will a restart be allowed. 
 
A. All kill switches will remove all electrical current from electric fuel pumps & ignitions, and/or activate air 

shut-off valves when the kill switch is pulled. It will be placed in an easily accessed position for the sled 
hooking official to clip onto, or located where your individual class specifies it to be. 

 
 
 
 34. TARP STRAPS/BUNGEE WILL not be allowed to be used for securing weights, or holding body panels  
       together on any pulling vehicle. 
 

         35.  All vehicles requiring a reverse safety light, will also have one in the drivers visible area “DASH /  
       INSTRUMENT CLUSTER”. 
 
36.  All trucks will have a least One (l) working review mirror with sufficient glass area to clearly see behind the 
       vehicle, when backing up….. 
 
37.  All Modified Divisions of TTPA, are required to “wear” a D.O.T. approved HELMET for Safety.  
 
38.  SAFETY:  ALL TTPA MEMBERS, AND ANY VEHICLE COMING TO THE FIRST PULL IN ALL 
       CLASSES EXCEPT ANTIQUE, FARM AND STREET LEGAL PICK-UP must have a complete fire  

 apparel, (helmet, SFI fire suit, head sock, gloves, and shoes)  
 
39.  SFI Fire Safety Clothing (Shoes, gloves, head sock, firesuit)  ARE MANDATORY IN all Modified Pulling 
       Divisions (Pro Farm, Modified, Minis, SSP, All Go Fast, Open Farm and Nostalgia classes.) 
       NOTE: fire suit minimum SFI rating of  3-2A/1 
 
40.  All Street Legal Pick-ups drivers will be required to wear their seat belts. 
  
41.  ALL CLASSES….All driveline u-joint will be covered by a six (6”) inch wide shield, made of ¼ inch steel or  
       3/8 Aluminum so that you can not see any portion of exposed u-joints. 
 
42.  If for any reason while hooked to the sled, your weights, ballast, or parts of the vehicle supporting the weights 
       fall onto the ground, or parts that fall off not due to breakage, you will be disqualified. All other items  
  will be at the discretion of the track officials. 
 
43.  For General Safety: The Head Tech Official and/or class tech official may inspect at any time, any competitors 
       in any division, at any & all pulls. Includes, but not limited to; pumping for cubic inch, the fuel system and 
any  
       safety item & under the hood or drive train, but does not include the interior of the motor / Drive train. Only in  
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       the owner’s presence wills you lift the hood, or open the door on trucks. All owners/representatives of all      
  vehicles when at any pull site, must allow an inspection to be done in his presence. Any body whom refuses 
will  be in direct violation of this rule and will subject to fine and disqualification.  

 
44.  With an Incorporated safe shut down area, all Tracks will be 300 ft. long whenever possible. Rather than  
       restarting a class all over; the Head Judge & Sled Operator may utilize some of the shut down area to extend  

 the finish line to a floating finish if the sled is set properly, as long as the sled will stop the class within 30 of 
the original finish line. 

 
45.  Pullers: Whenever your vehicle is not hooked to the sled, you will not exceed "4 Mph". The Hot staging 

 area (if clear of spectators), and the Pulling track to the finish line are exempt. That means Primarily the pit      
area. 

 
46.  Promoter Harassment. If at fair convention, or at a pull, a Promoter complains about being harassed, you will    
       be subject to a fine; fine/disqualification that day; or suspension for balance of the year at the Board’s  
       discretion. It only takes one bad apple to lose a pull for everyone else. 
 
 
47.  Gate entry. 1 driver and 1 pit crew will be given entry free at the gate. Both persons will be present or at least  
        within eye site of the Gate Entry ticket collector. All others will pay the regular admission price. If the two 
are   
        not together as described 2 sentences back, then only the one at the gate gets in free. 
 
48.  For the sake of Pulling, all TTPA Assoc. Members should make an attempt to make their Pulling    
       vehicles as Presentable / appealing to the public as possible. 
 
49. All drivers’ seats in all classes except true farm must have a vertical back support. 
 
50. All Modified pulling vehicles with automotive/truck engines must have 2 valves & only 2 per cylinder. 
 
51.  Beginning in 2001. All past / previous TTPA Assoc. Members must comply with all the rules of that  
       class, right from the first pull you attend. You already know that its your responsibility to get & meet     the 
current rules. 
 
51. ALL CLASSES: NEW FOR 2002: Hitch Hole will be designed so that the sled hook will drop in and   
       swing front to back without contacting any other metal. 
 
52. To be considered a point’s class, there must be 7 scheduled pulls. 
 
53. Membership dues apply to only one (1) vehicle.  Assistant driver’s dues apply to only one (1) vehicle. 

Members can drive another member’s vehicle, but assistant drivers can not.  
 53 A) All Classes will pay the same yearly dollar amount class dues of amount the TTPA votes for 
yearly application dues necessary for the stated year. 

54. ALL TRACTOR CLASSES: NEW FOR 2002: Mandatory wheelie bars before hooking to T.T.P.A.  
Pulling sleds. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
       Revised May 2002:  Changed by the TTPA Board to allow drinking in the pits, only after the drivers vehicle has been loaded and        
fastened for transport. 
Revised 2/21/03:  Rule # 1, added in (disqualified) in sentence # 1 
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 Revised 2/21/03. Moved #8 rule to # 1C. Approved by TTPA owners and board of Directors 
Revised 3/19/05 approved by TTPA Board to raise protest from $100.00 to $300.00 – Rule # 27 
Revised 11/2/05 approved by TTPA board Added paragraph to rule # 53 (53A) All class dues are same yearly due amount Deemed by the 
TTPA 
Last Revised 2/1/07; adding board approved #4A & bB. 
 
 
       Note: This document is not to be copied, revised, used or changed by any other organization other  than the Thumb Tractor 
Pulling Association Inc. without the written approved / consent of the TTPA Board of Directors.  

 


